
Chapter 07 
Priority Buildings + Sitesy g





Buildings + Open Space

Areas of Focus?
• City Hall

L  Hi h St t (i l  Fli k )

Open Space
• Public Park Group

P th N t k ( lki / li )• Lower High Street (incl. Flicks)
• The Inch / Leisure Centre 
• St Columba’s Church

• Path Network (walking/cycling)
• River Walks
• The Den

• Maisondieu Church
• Former Andover School (under 

redevelopment?)

• Shared Space?

Routes + Gatewaysredevelopment?)
• Damacre Centre
• Registrar’s Office

C t B ildii

Routes + Gateways

• Court Buildiings
• Closes / Vennels project
• Gasworks Site – stalled space?p
• Need a Visitor ‘Hub’



Recurring Issues / ‘Demand’

Hierarchy of Community Facilities / Venues
• City Hall, 

new Community Campus  • new Community Campus, 
• Mechanics Institute, 
• Leisure Centre 
• Damacre Centre, 
• Cathedral Hall
• Gardiner’s Memorial Hall (proposal), (p p ),
• Town Buildings Museum, 
• Sports Clubs / Social Clubs, 
• Town Band Practice Hall, Town Band Practice Hall, 
• Library, 
• others....? 
• Scope for integrating non English speaking communities • Scope for integrating non-English speaking communities 

(Polish / Eastern European). 

V f  f  i  i  hibiti  f  Venues for performances, gigs, cinema, exhibitions, fayres, 
gatherings. Need an audit of what they have (SWOT). 



Recurring Issues / ‘Demand’

Information Hub – community information / tourist information 
(incl Town Centre Office – manager / coordinator?)

Town Centre Living – car free / relaxation of parking requirements; 
self build etc.

Visitor Bed Spaces – Hotels, Hostels, Bunkhouses etc. – active tourism 
/ agri-tourism/ g

Visitor Facilities / Destinations – possibility of ‘destination’ shopping 
– eg arts / crafts / heritage offer in town centreeg arts / crafts / heritage offer in town centre

Evening Economy – cafe / bars / restaurants / community cinema

Business Space – ladder of accommodation etc. incubator to large scale 
operation (Business Park?) / creative studio spaces

Events Management – parking locations (eg Brechin City FC, others?)



Opportunities + Areas of Focus

• Brechin City Hall – 21st multi-functional venue

L  Hi h St t (i l  Fli k )• Lower High Street (incl. Flicks)

• The Inch / Leisure Centre site

• Information Hub (Community, Visitor + Business?)

• Redundant Churches (St Columba’s + Maisondieu)

• Civic Gems (Registrars / Court Buildings)

• Community Facilities (Damacre / Gardiner / Cathedral Hall – others)Community Facilities (Damacre / Gardiner / Cathedral Hall others)

• Vennels / Closes / Backcourt Projects – infill 

• Stalled Spaces – eg Gasworks
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Brechin City Hall
High Priority 
Short Term

Lower High Street High Priority 
Medium Term

Leisure Centre / the 
Inch site

High Priority 
Short Term to Long Term

Former Registrar’s 
Office

Medium Priority 
Short Term – available 
on market

Former Court 
Buildings

Medium Priority Short 
Term - Vacant

Damace Centre Medium Priority Medium 
Term – occupied until 
community campus 
complete
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Brechin City Hall
High Priority 
Short Term

Lower High Street High Priority 
Medium Term

Leisure Centre / the 
Inch site

High Priority Short 
Term to Long Term

Former Registrar’s 
Office

Medium Priority Short 
Term – available on 
market

Former Court 
Buildings

Medium Priority Short 
Term - Vacant

Damace Centre Medium Priority Medium 
Term – occupied until 
community campus 
complete
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St. Columba’s 
Church

High Priority 
Medium Term

Maison Dieu Church High Priority
medium Term

Vennels / Closes / 
Backcourt  Projects

Medium Priority
Medium Term

Gasworks Site
Stalled Space = 
Medium Priority / Short Term
Development Site = 
Low Priority / Long Term

Montrose Street Medium Priority
Short to Long Term

St Drostan’s Medium Priority
Short to Long Term



PriorityBrechin City Hall High Priority

Growth Oriented 
Business

Timescale Short Term

Visitor Economy Possible Uses
Performance / civic venue – community facility. 
Currently in use so scope to maintain usage without 
vacating building.

Community
Health + Wellbeing Action

Investigate scope for Development Trust role. Develop 
business plan. Explore funding opportunities 

Establish scope to relax standards (eg. parking 
standards) and provide funding advice for prospective 

Extended Town 
Centre Living

standards) and provide funding advice for prospective 
occupants to encourage suitable adaptive use.

Delivery

Angus Council

“City Hall Development Trust”

3rd Sector Organisations
+ Community Ownership

Delivery City Hall Development Trust

Existing occupiers

Heritage funding sources: HLF & HS
Community funding sources: BLF,  LEADER 2015& TrustsCommunity funding sources: BLF,  LEADER 2015& Trusts
Arts &creatives funding sources: CreativeScotland



City Hall 



City Hall 



City Hall 



City Hall 



City Hall 



















PriorityLower High Street High Priority

Growth Oriented 
Business

Timescale Medium Term

Visitor Economy Possible Uses Mixed use including residential, commercial / retail and 
community

Community
Health + Wellbeing Action

AC Masterplan Framework    

PILOT PROJECT: Proactive Planning ‘testbed’? – contact 
owners

Extended Town 
Centre Living

Delivery

Angus Council

Land and building owners

3rd Sector Organisations
+ Community Ownership

Delivery Land and building owners

Lead developer if can be demonstrated commercially 
viable OR self-build initiative?

SG Town Centre funding sources: RCGF, Town Centre SG Town Centre funding sources: RCGF, Town Centre 
Empty Homes Fund, Small/Medium Builders Fund



Lower High Street Renewal





Lower High Street Renewal









Urban Housing



Urban Housing







Braik’s Close



Braik’s Close



Braik’s Close















Priority
Leisure Centre / 
The Inch Site High Priority

Growth Oriented 
Business

Timescale Short Term to Long Term

Visitor Economy Possible Uses
Site liable to flooding? Need guidance on appropriate 
uses. Scope for ‘meanwhile’ or permanent use for youth 
facility (incl. Skatepark) with community park / gardens

Community
Health + Wellbeing Action

AC Masterplan Framework    

Proactive Planning ‘testbed’ – contact owners

Extended Town 
Centre Living

Delivery

Angus Council

Landowners

3rd Sector Organisations
+ Community Ownership

Delivery Landowners

Community groups

Community funding sources: BLF, LEADER 2015, ESEC
Interreg& TrustsInterreg& Trusts

Sports funding sources: SportScotland



Leisure Centre 



Leisure Centre 



The Inch / Leisure Centre





Social Media



Skatepark



Leisure Centre 





Leisure Centre 







Pumptrack



External Gathering Spaces?



PriorityFormer Registrar’s Office Medium Priority

Growth Oriented 
Business

Timescale Short Term – Available on market

Visitor Economy Possible Uses Wide range of uses including community facility, office 
space,  boutique retail, restaurant, gallery space

Community
Health + Wellbeing Action

Establish scope to relax standards (eg. parking 
standards) and provide funding advice for prospective 
occupants to encourage suitable adaptive use.

Extended Town 
Centre Living

Delivery

Willing purchaser and potential occupants required, if 
can be demonstrated commercially viable

3rd Sector Organisations
+ Community Ownership

Delivery Angus Council

Heritage funding sources: HLF & HS
Community funding sources: BLF,  LEADER 2015& Trusts

Arts & creative funding sources: CreativeScotland



Registrars 



Key Issues + Strategic Moves



Registrars 



Registrars 



Registrars 









PriorityFormer Court Buildings Medium Priority

Growth Oriented 
Business

Timescale Short Term – Vacant

Visitor Economy Possible Uses
Could accommodate small hotel, flats or community 
facility. Scope to demolish ‘Access Office’ new build 
component for off street parking. 
Maintain visitor access to setpiece ‘Courtroom’ space

Community
Health + Wellbeing Action

Establish scope to relax standards (eg. parking 
standards) and provide funding advice for prospective 
occupants to encourage suitable adaptive use.

Extended Town 
Centre Living

Delivery

Willing purchaser and potential occupants required, if 
can be demonstrated commercially viable

3rd Sector Organisations
+ Community Ownership

Delivery Angus Council

Heritage funding sources:  HLF & HS
Arts & culture funding sources: CreativeScotland



Access Office and Former Police Station and Court



Access Office and Former Police Station and Court





Priority
Vennels / Closes / 
Backcourt Projects Medium Priority

Growth Oriented 
Business

Timescale Medium Term

Visitor Economy Possible Uses Adaptive reuse of old buildings or replacement / infill 
with new development (resi, studios / offices) etc.

Community
Health + Wellbeing Action

Review policies (including conservation area) to 
streamline and simplify to encourage redevelopment 
within tight urban form. 

Extended Town 
Centre Living

Delivery

Angus Council

Owners in partnership with developer if can be 

3rd Sector Organisations
+ Community Ownership

Delivery Owners in partnership with developer if can be 
demonstrated to be commercially viable.

SG town centre funding sources: RCGF, Town Centre 
Empty Homes



Key Issues + Strategic Moves





PriorityGasworks Site Low Priority / long term (redevelopment)

Growth Oriented 
Business

Timescale Medium Priority / short term (meanwhile environmental 
improvements)

Visitor Economy Possible Uses
Scope for stalled spaces type approach in the 
meantime?
Housing or community facility – subject to remediation 
/ site constraints

Community
Health + Wellbeing Action

AC Masterplan Framework    

Proactive Planning ‘testbed’? – contact owners

Extended Town 
Centre Living

Delivery

Angus Council

Developer or community in long term subject to 

3rd Sector Organisations
+ Community Ownership

Delivery Developer or community in long term subject to 
planning potential, site abnormals and viability




